Holy Week: Good Friday
(For a full account of the events of this day, see Matthew 27:1–61, Mark 15:1–47, Luke 23:1–
56, John 18:28–19:42.)
On Thursday night in Gethsemane, Jesus was arrested—betrayed by one of his disciples and
abandoned by the others. The chief priests and the Sanhedrin called for secret trials in the dead
of night, and the verdict handed down was that Jesus would be crucified. This is something the
Roman prefect, Pontius Pilate, has to execute. And reluctantly, he does.
After a severe beating, Jesus is nailed to a cross where he remains for six hours until dead.
Never before or since has more been lost and gained at the same time. The world gained the
atoning sacrifice of Christ. But for those present, either the significance of the moment is lost
on them or their hearts break as the One they thought to be the Savior of the world dies at the
hands of Rome. They can’t stop it, and they don’t realize it’s for them. They hoped in him, and
though he’d told them he would suffer many things and rise three days later (Mark 8:31), how
could they have possibly known this was what he meant?
Meditate on God’s great love for us that he would send his Son who willingly lays down his life
for his chosen ones so they might be forgiven and be with him forever. Immerse yourself by
diving deep into the heart of God’s love, grace, mercy, acceptance and belonging in Christ.
Song: Were you There? -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpSScICWJ9M
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Do not rush through this. Linger in God’s love.
Later, join the rest of the Community CRC family at 7 PM in the sanctuary as we ponder this
further from doctor Luke’s perspective and contemplate the “good” of Good Friday.

For the Kids
MATTHEW 27:35-50 - THE CRUCIFIXION
After they had finished nailing him to the cross and were waiting for him to die, they whiled
away the time by throwing dice for his clothes. Above his head they had posted
the criminal charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Along with him,
they also crucified two criminals, one to his right, the other to his left. People
passing along the road jeered, shaking their heads in mock lament: “You bragged
that you could tear down the Temple and then rebuild it in three days—so show
us your stuff! Save yourself! If you’re really God’s Son, come down from that
cross!”
41–44
The high priests, along with the religion scholars and leaders, were right there
mixing it up with the rest of them, having a great time poking fun at him: “He saved
others—he can’t save himself! King of Israel, is he? Then let him get down from
that cross. We’ll all become believers then! He was so sure of God—well, let him
rescue his ‘Son’ now—if he wants him! He did claim to be God’s Son, didn’t he?”
Even the two criminals crucified next to him joined in the mockery.
45–46
From noon to three, the whole earth was dark. Around mid-afternoon Jesus
groaned out of the depths, crying loudly, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” which
means, “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”
47–49
Some bystanders who heard him said, “He’s calling for Elijah.” One of them ran
and got a sponge soaked in sour wine and lifted it on a stick so he could drink. The
others joked, “Don’t be in such a hurry. Let’s see if Elijah comes and saves him.”
50
But Jesus, again crying out loudly, breathed his last.

What do you wonder
about Jesus dying on the
cross?

How does this story
make you feel?

