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Affirmation #6

Because ongoing growth in discipleship is normal for followers of Jesus Christ, we will catalyze this
through lifelong training as image bearers of God to be conformed more and more into the image of
Jesus. We will do this within three primary contexts: corporate worship, small groups and individual
training.

Welcome

Good Morning! We welcome guest pastor Dave Vander Meulen to lead us in the message and
communion this morning. We gather as one body in Christ through the Holy Spirit. We gather to
worship and to grow in our faith individually and together, praying with and for one another. May we
make the most of this opportunity to proclaim the excellencies of our risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
of Nazareth. May we also be reminded that we are in the season of Lent so, “Cheer up! You are far
worse than you know! And, cheer up! You are far more loved than you can imagine!”

May the love and joy of the Father, the grace and peace of the Son and the courage and comfort of
the Holy Spirit be ours in abundance today!

Call to Worship — Psalm 56 -- To THE CHOIRMASTER: ACCORDING TO THE DOVE ON FAR-OFF TEREBINTHS. A MIKTAM OF DAVID,
WHEN THE PHILISTINES SEIZED HIM IN GATH.

Because we are born into sin and because we sin —we need grace. David, having been seized by the
Philistines, his enemies cries out to God. In doing so he proclaims his trust in God over fear and that
God is for him. So much so that he even keeps count of all his tossings and David asks him to keep his
tears in a bottle! In the end, David knows that no human can do anything to him that God will not see
him through or that will have the last word. He will continue to praise God to the end and seek to
persist in the obedience of faith. What a powerful example for us when we face challenges and
obstacles and enemies that might at first seem overwhelming until we take our gaze off the problem
and turn our eyes back to our Almighty Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples on me; all day long an attacker oppresses me; my enemies
trample on me all day long, for many attack me proudly.

When | am afraid, | put my trust in you. In God, whose word | praise, in God | trust; | shall not be
afraid. What can flesh do to me?

All day long they injure my cause; all their thoughts are against me for evil. They stir up strife, they lurk;
they watch my steps, as they have waited for my life. For their crime will they escape? In wrath cast
down the peoples, O God!
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You have kept count of my tossings; put my tears in your bottle. Are they not in your book? Then my
enemies will turn back in the day when | call.

This | know, that God is for me. In God, whose word | praise, in the LORD, whose word | praise, in God |
trust; | shall not be afraid. What can man do to me?

I must perform my vows to you, O God; | will render thank offerings to you. For you have delivered
my soul from death, yes, my feet from falling, that | may walk before God in the light of life.

Song — God With Us -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udJjT-LMnls

You've come

To bring peace

To be love

To be nearer to us

You've come

To bring life

To be light

To shine brighter in us

Oh Emmanuel God with us

Our Deliverer

You are Savior

In Your presence we find our strength
Over everything

Our redemption

God with us

You are God with us

You've come

To be hope

To this world

For Your honor and name
You've come

To take sin

To bear shame

And to conquer the grave
Emmanuel God With Us

Our Deliverer

You are Savior

In Your presence we find our strength
Over everything

Our redemption

God with us

You are God with us

You are here
You are holy
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We are standing
In Your glory

Our Deliverer

You are Savior

In Your presence we find our strength
Over everything

Our redemption

God with us

You are God with us

Christ Candle — Jordan

We light the Christ candle as a visible sign of God’s presence with us; that he has come as light into a
world of darkness. We light the Christ candle to remind ourselves that Jesus is the light and that in him
we become light too. We are never a light on our own. The light we have and can offer to others is the
light of Jesus of Nazareth. May we be God’s light in 2021.

Jesus of Nazareth said that to be a Christian means to be maltreated for his name’s sake (Matthew
5:11) and the apostle Paul said that “everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ will be
persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12). Mistreatment as a disciple of Jesus is not a matter of if but a matter of
when and a matter of degree. Hope is a vital aspect of being a disciple of Jesus. This is especially true
under heavy persecution. In America, the land of religious freedom, we have it pretty easy in that there
is minimal outright persecution against Christians. May we make the most of our religious freedom to
honor Christ and give credible and coherent witness to him! At the same time, may we be aware of
our brothers and sisters in Christ around the world who don’t share the same freedom that we do.
The 33rd place that is most challenging to be a disciple of Jesus Christ is Jordan.

Of the 10 million people living in Jordan, 180,000 are disciples of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Christians in
Jordan enjoy a relatively high level of religious freedom but still experience discrimination in
employment and restrictions against public preaching. For example, an open testimony of faith by a
Christian convert can lead to physical violence, arrest and even death. Radical Islamic movements are a
source of persecution for Christians and Jordanians of other faiths. The number of Jordanians
radicalized by ISIS ideology is rising, which puts Christians at greater risk in this Middle Eastern country.

Prayer Points: Pray with believers who are discriminated in their jobs that they would follow Jesus’
example as they respond to persecutors. Pray for protection against attacks by radical Islamic groups.
Ask God to confuse these persecutors plans for violence. Pray for wisdom and courage for believers to
be true disciples as a small minority in the Muslim-dominated culture.

Jesus is the Light. We are a light. Shine His light!
Light the Christ candle at this time
Song — Grace-https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lgx7cCK29yM

Your grace that leads this sinner home
From death to life forever

And sings the song of righteousness
By blood and not by merit
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Your grace that reaches far and wide
To every tribe and nation

Has called my heart to enter in
The joy of Your salvation

By grace | am redeemed

By grace | am restored

And now | freely walk

Into the arms of Christ my Lord

Your grace that | cannot explain
Not by my earthly wisdom

The Prince of life, without a stain
Was traded for this sinner

By grace | am redeemed

By grace | am restored
And now | freely walk
Into the arms of Christ my Lord

Let praise rise up and overflow

My song resound forever

For grace will see me welcomed home
To walk beside my Saviour

By grace | am redeemed

By grace | am restored

And now | freely walk

Into the arms of Christ my Lord

By grace | am redeemed

By grace | am restored

And now | freely walk

Into the arms of Christ my Lord

Song — Lord | Need You -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LuvfMDhTyMA

Lord, | come, | confess

Bowing here | find my rest

Without You I fall apart

You're the One that guides my heart

Lord, I need You, oh, | need You
Every hour | need You

My one defense, my righteousness
Oh God, how | need You

Where sin runs deep Your grace is more
Where grace is found is where You are
Where You are, Lord, | am free
Holiness is Christ in me
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Lord, I need You, oh, | need You
Every hour | need You

My one defense, my righteousness
Oh God, how I need You

So teach my song to rise to You
When temptation comes my way
When | cannot stand I'll fall on You
Jesus, You're my hope and stay

Lord, I need You, oh, | need You
Every hour | need You

My one defense, my righteousness
Oh God, how I need You

My one defense, my righteousness
Oh God, how I need You

Centering Prayer

Choose three people from CCRC to pray for. Choose three people that you might not normally think of
or may not know too well. Pray for their well-being in Christ — emotionally, physically and spiritually.
Pray that you might get to know them better this year and that they might get to know you better.
Pray for their continued faith formation as disciples of Jesus and their contribution to CCRC.

Offering — Partners Worldwide - Ecuador

Partners worldwide connects people to people, business to business, communities to resources,
families to opportunities, farmers to markets. Around the world we help business growth and job
creation so that people are equipped to lift themselves and communities our of extreme poverty for
good. Each partnership builds a network of emerging business owners with training, mentoring and
financial support while advocating for change to help those businesses grow. CCRC has a focus on
Ecuador with some of our church members having been involved in this ministry in relation to farm
building.

We remember that giving is an act of faith, a practice of hope and an expression of love.

(You can give by sending your offering to the church, P.O. Box 217, Oakdale Ca 95361 or consider giving
online through your bank. Our deacons can help you with this if necessary.)

Scripture Reading — John 2:13-25

We have a guest pastor this morning so feel free to watch the video when Ryan sends that out later
today or enjoy this message from pastor Ray Stedman on the same passage that pastor Dave is
preaching on this morning.

With this in mind, please read John 2:13-25.
Gospel Message — The Temple Cleanser — A Message by Ray Stedman

“We are coming to that dramatic moment in the Gospel of John when our Lord first cleansed the temple.
John gathers this event around three factors: where Jesus was; what he did; and what the disciples learned
by watching what he did. Beginning in Chapter 2, Verse 12, John condenses about a week of time into two
short verses concerning Jesus' whereabouts:
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After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers and his disciples; and there
they stayed for a few days. The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. (John
2:12-13 RSV)

We can safely fit into Verse 12 some of the other gospel accounts of our Lord's second calling of the
disciples. Matthew, Mark and Luke record that as Jesus was walking along the sea of Galilee he saw the
brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, and Peter and Andrew, the sons of Simon, fishing, and he
called them to follow him.That must have occurred on this occasion when, after the miracle at Cana of
Galilee, near Nazareth, Jesus moved down to the sea and stayed for awhile with his mother and his
brothers in Capernaum, at the north end of the sea of Galilee. Then, having called these disciples to a more
permanent relationship with himself, he left with them for Jerusalem to celebrate the first Passover as the
acknowledged Messiah, the Promised One to come.

Our Lord had been in Jerusalem many times during the years before his public ministry began. He had
been to the temple and had seen many of the sights which he saw on this occasion, but he had taken no
action in response. Now, however, he is going to Jerusalem as the Messiah, and he will fulfill Malachi's
prophecy about the Messiah, "The Lord whom you see shall suddenly come to his temple," (Malachi 3:1b
RSV), ... "and he will purify the sons of Levi," (Malachi 3:3b RSV). This is the background for what our Lord
did when he arrived in Jerusalem. John tells us what that action was.

In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the moneychangers at
their business. And making a whip of cords, he drove them all, with the sheep and oxen, out of the
temple; and he poured out the coins of the money-changers, and overturned their tables. And he told
those who sold the pigeons, "Take these things away; you shall not make my Father's house a house of
trade." (John 2:14-16 RSV)

Jesus is clearly angry at what he found in the temple. He takes drastic action to cleanse it, not only of
trafficking in money-changing and selling animals, but also of the extortion and racketeering that went
along with it. The other three gospels record that our Lord cleansed the temple at the end of his ministry,
in that pregnant last week before his betrayal and crucifixion. Some of the scholars feel that John's account
is of the same event, but John records it as having occurred at the beginning of our Lord's ministry.

That is very difficult to reconcile with our belief that the Scriptures are without historic error. It is hard to
understand why John would use language that sounds as though it were something that occurred at the
beginning of our Lord's ministry. The answer, of course, is that there were two cleansings of the temple:
Jesus cleansed the temple both at the beginning and at the end of his ministry.

A close look at the other gospel accounts reveals that there is a considerable difference in these events. A
different Scripture is referred to; there is no mention of a whip; and our Lord makes a different claim for
himself in that cleansing of the temple at the end of his ministry. On that final occasion our Lord made a
great and final pronouncement in regard to the nation of Israel. Standing in the temple, having for the
second time driven out the merchants and the money-changers, he spoke these dramatic words: "Behold,
your house is left unto you desolate. You shall not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord,'" (Matthew 23:38-39, Luke 13:34-35). Then he went out to the mount of Olives, and
from there to the upper room, to the betrayal and the crucifixion the next day. Here in John's gospel,
however, is an account of violent action and of evident anger on the part of Jesus at the beginning.

Note that John says this occurred at a Passover feast. Doubtless he wants to remind us that at the
Passover, every Jewish household spent the day before the feast meticulously going through their house
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seeking out any kind of yeast or substance that could cause fermentation and cleansing every such
manifestation from their home. That was an absolute necessity in order to properly celebrate the
Passover. Yet in a city that was given over to cleansing every house, when Jesus came into the temple, the
house of God, he found it filled with clutter and noise, dirty-smelling animals, money-changers and
merchandise, and no one seemed concerned about it. But our Lord was.
Not only was he angry at the confusion, the clutter, the noise and the smells, but primarily he was angry at
the extortion and racketeering that was going on. Once a year, every Jewish male had to go to the temple
and pay a temple tax. (It may be encouraging to us to realize that taxation is nothing new.) There was no
escape; every male Jew was required to pay a half-shekel tax at the Passover season. Further, that tax
could not be paid in Roman or Greek coin but had to be paid in a special temple coin. So it was necessary
to change the Roman or Greek coins that were commonly employed into this special temple tax. That in
itself was fine; money-changers were required for that. Having them available for the people was a
convenience that was right and proper. But what was wrong was that there was an exorbitant price being
extorted for making this exchange, so that sometimes almost as much as half of the value of the money
being exchanged was paid to the money-changers for their service. The temple was making enormous
revenues from this practice. At Passover season sometimes as many as two million people were in the city
of Jerusalem, so there was a tremendous racket going on.

Furthermore, a sacrifice offered at the Passover season had to be made with an animal without blemish or
imperfection. If, for instance, the animal was blind in one eye, if it had a tear in the skin, whatever, it was
to be rejected. Scholars have discovered that in those days if someone brought an animal of his own to
offer it had to be examined by the priests and it would almost certainly be rejected; the priests would find
something wrong with it. This meant that the only animals that could be offered were those which were
bought from the temple herd that was kept in an open courtyard in the court of the Gentiles. These
animals had already been approved by the priests. But again, a tremendously inflated price was demanded
for those animals. In fact, a bird could be brought outside the temple for the equivalent of 15 cents of our
money, but the same bird, bought within the temple from the authorized purveyors of animals, would cost
as high as $15! This barefaced extortion, this demand for money from even the poorest of the poor was
what aroused the flaming anger of our Lord.

On television last week | saw a report of how a man in Miami, Florida, spent three million dollars to spread
pink plastic around some islands in Biscayne Bay -- all for what he called "art's sake." The plastic will wash
away very soon; it will be utterly wasted. As | watched that, | confess it made me angry that three million
dollars could be thrown away so wantonly in the face of the poor refugees in Miami whose needs are so
great. | am sure this is something of what moved our Lord when he saw this collection of merchants,
swindlers and schemers who in the name of religion were extorting money from the poor by means of a
religious scam. So great was his anger that he made a whip out of the cords that held the animals together
and drove these extortioners out of the temple.

Do not diminish or minimize the anger and the violence which Jesus manifested at this time. This is a
different Jesus than many people imagine him to be. Oftentimes we think of him as so loving and
understanding that he lets you get by with anything; that seeing your evil he puts his hand upon your
shoulder and says, "It's all right. It doesn't matter." Many people think of him that way. But this action
clearly indicates that our Lord was angry. He drove these people out of the temple.
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Yet his anger was under control. He wasn't raging furiously, striking out against everybody around him. In
fact, he did not actually deprive anybody of anything. The animals he drove out could easily be collected
again; the money he poured out on the temple floor could be gathered up and recounted; he did not open
the cages of the birds and let them loose, but ordered them to be taken away. But he made his point,
which was clearly: do not turn a place which is devoted to the worship of God and the cleansing of people,
into a flea market. The word John employs is, literally, "emporium," a place where people are concerned
about making a fast buck. The temple rather was the place where human values were to be considered
supreme.

The climax of his action comes in what the disciples learned from it. Three lessons burned themselves
unforgettably into the disciples' minds as they watched our Lord. The first was an immediate impression,
Verse 17.

His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for thy house will consume me." (John 2:17 RSV)

Can you imagine what the disciples felt while this was going on? How embarrassed they must have been
by the actions of Jesus! They had not been with him very long; they did not know him very well. They had
been attracted by the amazing things he said and the things he did. They believed with all their hearts he
was the expected Messiah; they saw even deeper that there was a divine quality about him that reflected
the very character of God himself. They had not worked out all the theological puzzles that that must have
raised in their minds, but they were committed to following him. Yet the first thing he does is to embarrass
them with this uncalled-for activity.

Imagine going into the temple where this practice had been going on for decades and, without any appeal
to authority, taking on himself this action of driving out money-changers, pouring out their money, driving
out the animals, and even driving out the people with a whip! The disciples were highly embarrassed. But
they were probably also fearful of what the authorities would do about this flagrant challenge to them.
They knew these self-righteous Pharisees would not let Jesus get away with this. Perhaps the disciples
even felt a little anger at the Lord himself for being so unsocial, for being so uncooperative with the
establishment. Yet, knowing who he was, they may have felt reluctant to judge him. So they had mixed
feelings about this whole episode.

But as they watched him do this, there came flashing into their minds a verse from the 69th Psalm. It is
clearly evident that even at this early date the 69th Psalm was regarded as a Messianic psalm. The psalm
describes the suffering and the agony of the One who was to be the Messiah. There came into their minds
this one verse, "The zeal of thy house has consumed me" (Psalms 69:9a RSV) -- has burned me up, has
seized hold of me and devoured me and made me to act. There came for the first time, perhaps, the quiet
realization in these disciples' hearts of the divine refusal to put up with inward impurities. They began to
understand that God does not compromise with evil.

This touches one of the great paradoxes of our Christian faith. Throughout this Gospel of John we will see
plainly how anyone can come to Christ, no matter what his background, no matter how far he has gone
wrong, no matter how evil he has been -- murderers, prostitutes, swindlers, liars, perverts, drunkards, self-
righteous prigs, bitter, hard-hearted cynics, religious hypocrites, proud self-sufficient snobs -- anyone who
realizes there is something wrong in his life, that something has seized him, gripped him and introduced
evil, hurt, pain and heartache, anyone who wants to be free can come to Jesus. "Come unto me all you
that are weary and heavy laden, and | will give you rest," Jesus said (Matthew 11:28). Anyone can come.
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But now the disciples understand, perhaps for the first time, that if you come, be assured that Jesus is not
going to leave you the way you are. He is not going to settle for clutter, compromise, extortion and racket,
whatever may be defiling and corrupting the temple courts. He may leave you alone for awhile. Many
young Christians have misunderstood that. Because he brings us in love and he deals with us in patience,
we think that he is going to let us get by with some of the comfortable but wrongful habits we have built
into our lives. But he will not. If we mistake that delay for acceptance, we are in for a surprise. If we refuse
to deal with what he puts his finger on, one day we will find him coming with flaming eyes and with a whip
in his hand, and we will find all that traffic in immorality is driven out whether we like it or not.

This explains what happens to many Christians who, like the Pharisees, make their outward actions look
good, but allow sinful habits -- pornography, a bitter, unforgiving spirit towards another, an evil lustful
habit, a private indulgence, a compromise with expediency in business -- to be hidden in their lives. As
surely as people do that, one day they will discover that their Lord has changed his attitude towards them.
He is no longer tolerant, understanding and patient. His eyes are aflame; and he means business -- and
their life begins to fall apart. All the evil they thought was hidden is exposed. "That which is done in secret
is shouted from the housetops," (Matthew 10:27, Luke 12:3). People who think they are successfully hiding
what they are doing are suddenly revealed before all. That is what the disciples learned: "Zeal for thy
house will consume me." (Psalms 69:9a RSV)

The second lesson the disciples learned was a delayed reaction, Verses 18-22:

The Jews then said to him, "What sign have you to show us for doing this?" Jesus answered them,
"Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up." The Jews then said, "It has taken forty-six years
to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?" But he spoke of the temple of his body.
When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they
believed the scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken. (John 2:18-22 RSV)

It is amazing how blind everyone was at first to the meaning of this event! The Jews expected the Messiah
to give them certain signs, and one of the signs the prophet Malachi prophesied was that the Messiah
would suddenly come to his temple and purify the sons of Levi. The Messiah had just done that, but they
did not recognize him. Instead, they said to him, "What sign do you have that you are the Messiah?" Our
Lord's answer, of course, was to give them the only sign that would have any meaning to them -- the sign
of his own resurrection.

But even the disciples missed it. Notice how blind they are. They did not catch the meaning of his answer
until after the resurrection, when the risen Lord stood in their midst. When they saw the prints of the nails
in his hands and the wound in his side, and realized, incredibly, that he was alive again, they talked this
over among themselves. One of them probably said, "Remember when he first cleansed the temple he
said, 'Destroy this temple and in three days | will raise it up again'? We didn't know what he meant then
but now we can see. The real temple was not the building; it was his own body!" They learned that bodies
are the temples of God; a building is merely a figure, a shadow.

Across this nation today great cathedrals have been erected -- typically, in Southern California, a glass
cathedral, costing over 15 million dollars! Every one of those buildings has on it somewhere a brass plaque
that says, "Erected to the glory of God." | always feel irritated when | see that. The Scriptures teach that
God is not glorified by buildings. No building is the house of God. It never was, it never will be. Even this
building in Jerusalem was not really the house of God. When Solomon dedicated the temple he
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acknowledged that fact. He said, "Heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less
this house which | have built!" (2 Chronicles 6:18 KJV).

Buildings have always been but pictures of the house of God. The real temples are bodies -- human beings
-- of body, soul, and spirit. That is where God has created a place where he can dwell. The Apostle Paul
caught this truth. In the 6th chapter of First Corinthians he reminds us, "Do you not know that your body is
a temple of the Holy Spirit, which you have from God? You are not your own;" (1 Corinthians 6:19 RSV).
You do not have the right to run your life, to regulate it and make all the ultimate decisions as to what you
ought to be or where you ought to go. Paul continues, "You are not your own, you were bought with a
price. So glorify God in your body," (1 Corinthians 6:19b-20 RSV). That is where God is glorified.

Chapter 4 of John's gospel relates the story of Jesus' conversation with a woman at the well of Jacob. She
raises the question, "Where should we worship God? On the temple mount in Jerusalem, or here in this
mountain in Samaria?" (John 4:20). Jesus' answer was, "The hour is coming when neither on this mountain
nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father," (John 4:21 RSV) "God is a Spirit, and those who worship him
must worship in spirit and truth," (John 4:24 RSV). That is where God is glorified.

When | was a little boy | was told, "Now when you go to church you have to behave yourself. You can't
whisper, you can't talk, you can't make any noise, you can't crawl around under the seats or anything like
that. You have to behave yourself in church." It was not until years later that | realized that, if that is true, a
believer is never out of church; he is always in the temple of the living God. The revelation the disciples
learned was that the Lord of that temple cares about the inward clutter, confusion and immorality that
may be there, and he will not make peace with it. This is taught by John himself later on in his epistle,
when he says of Jesus, "as he is, so are we in this world," (1 John 4:17b). Jesus was the temple of God
which, if destroyed, God would raise again in three days. So are we: we are temples of the living God.

There is further significance to this in the fact that John puts this account back-to-back with the miracle of
the changing of water to wine. That miracle says to us that when we obey God he gives us something to
do, something human, ordinary, a commonplace thing that we as human beings can do. We can fill the jars
with water, and when we draw from it we will discover that something has happened to it: it has become
full of flavor, fragrance, effect and zest. It has become wine; it is no longer water. Human ability put into
God's hands, touched by his touch, will accomplish far greater things than mere human beings could ever
do.

But here Jesus is saying the opposite. Let human beings do their worst, let them oppose God, let them
destroy the temple of God, let them carry out their rebellion to the utmost, and when they have done
everything they can, God will touch it and will change it; he will work and it will still accomplish his
purpose. This is what the disciples are learning: the fear of God! That phrase is frequently found in the
Bible, both in the Old Testament and in the New: "The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom," (Psalms
111:10a, Proverbs 9:10a). Understand that the God to whom you have come, that loving, healing Lord with
the warm, accepting and understanding eyes who touches you with forgiveness and cleansing is
nevertheless unwilling to put up with the continuance of sin; he will cleanse his temple whether you like it
or not. Hebrews tells us that if the Father loves us he will scourge us and chasten us out of his love until we
begin to be what he designed us to be (Hebrews 12:5-7, 12:11). Some get upset at God for this. We feel he
ought to settle for what we think is holy enough, but he does not. He has in mind a temple where he can
be glorified, where our deepest human desires will find satisfaction and fulfillment, and that requires
cleansing. He will bring that about.

10
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The third thing the disciples learned John records in Verses 23-25:

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover feast, many believed in his name when they saw the
signs which he did; but Jesus did not trust himself to them, because he knew all men and he needed no
one to bear witness of man; for he himself knew what was in man. (John 2:23-25 RSV)

As the disciples watched him doing miracles -- healing the sick, touching the lame and opening the eyes of
the blind (which the other gospels tell us occurred in this early ministry) -- they noticed that, though many
were believing in Jesus because he was the miracle worker, Jesus did not seem to commit himself to them.
That is a strange phenomenon in the Christian world yet. How many people come to Christ and ask him to
be their Lord, yet they do not seem to be changed; there is no reality about their Christian living; they go
right on much as they were, even, eventually, drift away, and never come back. Why is that? John explains
it here. He says it is because Jesus knew Man, therefore he knew what a man or woman was like.

This is not a manifestation of a miraculous power; it is not divine omniscience. Rather it is the fact that as
the perfect Man, Jesus could read all the signs that telegraph what we are. We are always indicating, by
the looks on our faces, the tones of our voices, the positions, the stances we take with our bodies, what
we really are like inside. None of us can read those signs adequately enough to be able to see through the
facades and insincerities of others. But Jesus could. Therefore he was never deceived, never fooled, about
anybody. Though they came to him and said they wanted to follow him, he could read their hearts and
know whether it was real or not.

Dr. Richard Halverson told me a few weeks ago that he had read a report in which a survey organization
had collected all the reports of conversions in the United States by some of the outstanding evangelistic
agencies of our day. The total came to 250 million! Now there are only 250 million Americans to begin
with, so according to these organizations' figures, everyone in this country is a Christian! But we know that
is not true, and the Lord knows it is not true. He deals only with realities. He sees through the facades and
the illusions, deeper than we ourselves can see.

It is clear in this account that many of the people involved in the traffic in the temple were unaware there
was anything wrong with it. Money-changing was necessary, selling animals was necessary. But that could
have been carried on outside the temple courts and been just as effective. Through the years and through
tradition, however, it had all crept inside the temple until people were probably unaware that anything
was wrong with the practice. But our Lord knew. He refused to compromise with it, or put up with it, and
forced the issue so people saw what God saw when he looked at the temple. This is what John wants us to
remember. We are dealing with a God of reality, a God who cannot be fooled, a God who will always deal
in loving forgiveness with anyone who does not defend his evil. When we admit it, when we come asking
to be cleansed, and freed, he never turns us away, he never deals with us harshly. But when we come
justifying our actions, excusing them, fooling ourselves, we find him refusing to commit himself to us.

Thus, the disciples learned in this account very wonderful things about God. They learned to fear God, to
realize that though he is a God of mercy he is also a God of majesty. They looked at our Lord with different
eyes as they walked away from this scene. They felt the full warmth of his acceptance, but they felt the
thrust of his justice and his majesty as well. That is what being a disciple must come to mean.”

Communion Meditation

Professing: (Apostles Creed)
We believe in God, the Father almighty,
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Creator of heaven and earth.
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose and ascended to heaven
Where he is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come to judge the living and the dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Proclaiming: 1 Corinthians 11:23b-25 (Paraphrased)

On the night of his betrayal, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it saying, “this is my body given
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” After the meal he took the cup of wine and pouring it out
said, “this wine is my blood, a new covenant of grace poured out for the forgiveness of sins.”

Remember and believe that the body & blood of Jesus was given & shed for the forgiveness of sins.
Song — From The Inside Out -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9azOSb bONA

A thousand times I've failed
Still Your mercy remains
And should | stumble again
I'm caught in Your grace

Everlasting

Your light will shine when all else fades
Never ending

Your glory goes beyond all fame

Your will above all else

My purpose remains

The art of losing myself

In bringing You praise

Everlasting

Your light will shine when all else fades
Never ending

Your glory goes beyond all fame

In my heart and my soul

Lord I give You control

Consume me from the inside out,
Lord, let justice and praise
Become my embrace

To love you from the inside out

Your will above all else
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My purpose remains
The art of losing myself
In bringing You praise
Everlasting
Your light will shine when all else fades

Never ending
Your glory goes beyond all fame

In my heart and my soul

I give You control

Consume me from the inside out,
Lord, let justice and praise
Become my embrace

To love You from the inside out

Everlasting

Your light will shine when all else fades
Never ending

Your glory goes beyond all fame

And the cry of my heart
Is to bring You praise
From the inside out
Lord my soul cries out

Sending as Disciples of Jesus

As disciples of Jesus of Nazareth who have been saved and given the responsibility to give witness to
him, may we continually turn our eyes to him each day to stay focused on him and the opportunities
we have and not on the opposition or obstacles that can distract us.

We are sent out by God into the world as his witnesses. As we go, may we know with our minds and
believe with our hearts and confess with our mouths the gospel of Jesus Christ and his kingdom. And
may we live in a manner worthy of that Good News at work, at home, at school and in our
neighborhood to the glory of God and through the person and power of the Holy Spirit.
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